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BECC DEVELOPMENT

Official Government &
Planning Resources
Turks and Caicos Islands | A practical directory for land buyers, developers and vacation-rental operators

INVEST WITH CONFIDENCE DESIGN • BUILD • DELIVER

This directory brings together official starting points for checking land, planning and construction requirements, and operating a short-term
visitor accommodation business in Turks and Caicos. It helps readers find the right department and identify questions to ask; it does not
replace professional advice.

If you intend to operate a villa, apartment or other short-term rental, accommodation licensing is an essential part of due
diligence alongside business licensing, health and fire-safety inspections.

How to use this directory
• Start with the department responsible for the decision; check its current guidance and contact it directly if requirements are unclear.

• Record the date accessed, the department/officer contacted, and retain written responses, approvals and inspection records.

• Confirm current forms, fees, renewal dates and legal requirements before relying on older PDFs or third-party summaries.

Current-status note
Prepared 12 October 2026. Government functions, legislation and application processes can change. The Department of Tourism
Regulations (DTR) website remains a live official starting point for accommodation registration, while the Government’s 2026 Acts list
includes the Tourism Authority Act 2026. Confirm the current administrative route, commencement arrangements and requirements with
DTR/Revenue before acting.

https://becctci.com/resources/
mailto:info@BECCTCI.com
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1. Land ownership, surveys and planning
Resource Use it for Official link

Land Registry Department Registered ownership, title information, register entries and instruments. Have a
TCI property lawyer obtain and interpret parcel records.

Land Registry

Survey and Mapping
Department

Cadastral mapping, survey guidance and boundary enquiries. Use an
appropriately authorised local surveyor for parcel-specific work.

Survey & Mapping

Physical Planning and
Development

Planning applications, development policy and parcel-specific enquiries about
intended use and scale.

Planning portal

Attorney General — laws Official legislation. Check the current law and amendments, not only an older
summary or application form.

Revised Laws
2026 Acts

Before buying land or committing to a design
• Match parcel/block number, registered owner, survey plan and contract description. Do not rely on a marketing sketch alone.

• Have a lawyer review title, charges, restrictions, easements, leases and legal access; have a surveyor investigate boundary discrepancies
and encroachments.

• Ask Planning about your actual intended use and scale. A neighbour’s approval is not approval for your project.

• Test the usable building envelope, access, parking, wastewater, drainage, utilities and coastal/environmental constraints.

Land ownership is not proof of development permission. A nearby utility line or visible track does not prove affordable
service connection or legal access.

2. Construction, inspections and public health
Resource Use it for Official link

Planning Department Confirm approvals required before site works or construction and obtain the
current checklist for your project.

Planning portal

Environmental Health Public-health matters relevant to accommodation inspections and facility
suitability. Confirm the inspection route for the proposed use.

Government portal

Turks and Caicos Fire and
Rescue

Fire-safety inspections and life-safety requirements. Accommodation licensing
guidance identifies fire inspection and servicing of fire equipment as part of the
process.

Government portal

Keep copies of plans, approvals, inspection results, equipment-service agreements, contractor certificates and written directions. A building
permit or completion approval does not automatically satisfy separate accommodation-licensing requirements.

https://www.landregistry.gov.tc/landregistry/
https://gov.tc/landsurvey/
https://www.gov.tc/planning/
https://gov.tc/agc/2021-revised-laws
https://www.gov.tc/agc/component/content/article/2026-acts?Itemid=114&catid=9
https://www.gov.tc/planning/
https://www.gov.tc/
https://www.gov.tc/
https://becctci.com/resources/
mailto:info@BECCTCI.com
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3. Vacation rentals: Tourism Regulations & licensing
If you intend to operate a villa, apartment or other short-term visitor accommodation, start with the official Department of Tourism Regulations
(DTR) portal. It provides access to accommodation applications, an ordinance link, a property-manager checklist and contact details. In
March 2026, Government reported that accommodation-licensing enforcement was continuing and urged owners/managers to register or
renew promptly. Official DTR portal | Government enforcement update, 18 March 2026.

DTR portal: gov.tc/tourismregulations/ | Email: Tourismregulations@gov.tc | Phone: (649) 338-5349 | 3/F Regent Village,
Grace Bay Road, Providenciales.

Resource Why it matters Link

Accommodation application /
registration

Use the live DTR portal for first-time applications and re-applications/renewals.
Confirm the current form and process directly.

DTR portal

Tourism Regulation and
Licensing Ordinance 2023

Read the legislation and schedules for licensing categories, conditions and
offences; confirm later amendments and commencement.

Ordinance link

Accommodation licensing
guidance

Published guidance identifies Environmental Health and Fire & Rescue inspections,
fire-equipment servicing by a licensed company, operator/manager ID and
summer/winter rates among the requirements. Check current checklist.

Requirements

Property managers checklist Use the checklist linked from the DTR portal to prepare for management and
inspection responsibilities. Ask for the latest version.

DTR forms/checklists

Tourism Authority Act 2026 Included in the Government’s 2026 Acts list. Confirm whether provisions or
administrative changes have commenced and which authority handles your
application.

2026 Acts

Practical pre-opening sequence
• 1. Confirm the category. Tell DTR whether you will operate a whole villa, self-catering apartment, or multiple units; ask which category
applies.

• 2. Get the current checklist in writing. Confirm application documents, fees, renewal dates, inspection checklist and requirements for
your property type/island.

• 3. Prepare the property. Check life safety, fire equipment/service arrangements, public-health requirements, guest facilities, signage and
pool safety where applicable.

• 4. Coordinate inspections. DTR’s published guidance identifies Environmental Health and Fire & Rescue inspections. Confirm sequence
and scheduling.

• 5. Complete business licensing. Ask Inland Revenue and the Financial Services Commission which business registration and Business
Licence requirements apply. Government’s 2026 guidance states hotels and other short-term rental providers must submit proof of
accommodation licensing in the business-licence process.

• 6. Wait for the licence. Do not assume an application receipt means the licence has been granted; obtain confirmation of issue and
understand any conditions.

• 7. Calendar renewals. Allow time for inspections and document updates; requirements and forms may change.

This is a preparation sequence, not a guarantee of eligibility or an exhaustive legal checklist. The DTR portal warns
requirements may change. Verify your obligations before advertising or accepting paying guests.

https://gov.tc/tourismregulations/
https://gov.tc/pressoffice/latest/department-of-tourism-regulations-achieves-90-compliance-in-accommodation-enforcement-initiative
https://gov.tc/tourismregulations/
https://gov.tc/tourismregulations/
https://turksandcaicostourism.com/accommodation-licensing/
https://turksandcaicostourism.com/accommodation-licensing/
https://gov.tc/tourismregulations/
https://www.gov.tc/agc/component/content/article/2026-acts?Itemid=114&catid=9
https://becctci.com/resources/
mailto:info@BECCTCI.com
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4. Business licensing, tax and recurring obligations
Resource Use it for Official link

Inland Revenue Department Business Licence application/renewal and current certification requirements. The
2026 Government notice identifies accommodation-licence proof for short-term
rental providers.

IRD / Revenue

Financial Services
Commission

Business name/company registration and corporate records. Confirm the right
documents for your ownership and operating model.

FSC

Attorney General — laws Current business licensing, tourism and accommodation-tax legislation. Ask a local
accountant/tax adviser how requirements apply to your operation.

Revised Laws
2026 Acts

Department of Tourism
Regulations

Accommodation licence, renewals, inspections and the current requirements for
the property/operator.

DTR portal

Questions to resolve before the first booking
• What accommodation licence/registration category applies, and has the licence been issued for the current period?

• What business registration and Business Licence apply to the ownership/operator structure?

• What accommodation tax, destination fee or other collection/reporting obligations apply, and who files and pays?

• Are there requirements for signage, fire equipment, pool safety, emergency information, records or complaint handling?

• What is the renewal cycle, which inspections repeat, and how much lead time should be allowed?

Do not rely on an old application PDF for current fees. An application for the 2024 licensing period is historical unless DTR confirms it
remains current. Use the live portal and request the current fee schedule and checklist.

5. Official-source quick links
Topic Starting point

Land title and registered interests Land Registry Department

Survey plans and cadastral records Survey and Mapping Department

Planning and development approvals Physical Planning and Development

Tourism / short-term accommodation
licensing

Department of Tourism Regulations

Accommodation licensing guidance Accommodation Licensing page

Business Licence / Revenue Inland Revenue Department

Business and company registration Financial Services Commission

Current laws Revised Laws | 2026 Acts

Before relying on a government webpage
Save the relevant page/PDF and note the date accessed. Ask for written clarification when the answer affects land value, project feasibility,
opening date or legal compliance. Government sites may host historic forms alongside newer updates; if an Act has passed, confirm
commencement, regulations and transitional arrangements.

Need a local connection?
BECC Development can help connect you with relevant local contacts, professional services and industry references across Turks and
Caicos.

Visit BECC Development Resources | Email info@BECCTCI.com

Disclaimer: General information and education only; not legal, tax, planning, engineering, architectural, accounting, investment, insurance or regulatory advice.
This directory does not guarantee application approval or property licensing. Requirements, contacts, fees, forms and legal arrangements can change. Confirm
current requirements with the relevant TCI authorities and qualified professionals.

https://www.gov.tc/revenue/
https://www.tcifsc.tc/
https://gov.tc/agc/2021-revised-laws
https://www.gov.tc/agc/component/content/article/2026-acts?Itemid=114&catid=9
https://gov.tc/tourismregulations/
https://www.landregistry.gov.tc/landregistry/
https://gov.tc/landsurvey/
https://www.gov.tc/planning/
https://gov.tc/tourismregulations/
https://turksandcaicostourism.com/accommodation-licensing/
https://www.gov.tc/revenue/
https://www.tcifsc.tc/
https://gov.tc/agc/2021-revised-laws
https://www.gov.tc/agc/component/content/article/2026-acts?Itemid=114&catid=9
https://becctci.com/resources/
mailto:info@BECCTCI.com
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